SAMPLE LETTER - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT MERGERS
Dear (Governor/Legislator):
I am a CSEA member employed at _________________________________.  I am concerned about the proposed merger of the state’s economic development agencies.

The proposed merger of the Department of Economic Development (DED), The Foundation for Science, Technology and Innovation (NYSTAR) and the Empire State Development Corporation (ESDC) is well intentioned but flawed.

The state should not have all of its economic development programs run by a public benefit corporation – ESDC.  It should be run by a state agency – DED.

Consolidating all of the states economic programs under DED is the right way to go.  As a state agency, DED is subject to greater scrutiny, legislative oversight and transparency.
The state will still benefit from the cost saving and the public and public employees and protected.

Sincerely,

